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Dear Friend,

     As Congress prepares for its summer district work session, I wanted to send you an update on some issues that are of importance in Washington and on the Central Coast. Please feel free to forward this e-mail to friends and neighbors. If you would like to contact me, click here .      

     Beginning in August and extending into the fall, I will be holding several town hall meetings throughout our district. These are wonderful chances to speak about issues of concern to the Central Coast. To find out when and where these meetings will take place, click here .      

Gas Prices

     The steady increase in the cost of gas is one of the most pressing problems facing our country. Not only does it directly affect the pocketbooks of millions of Americans, but the short-term problem is difficult to control from a government standpoint. (Click here for more... )      

Gang Violence 

     There is no issue that causes more fear than gang violence in our communities. This will be one of the deadliest years on record for Central Coast murders. If that doesn't jar state and local officials into greater action, nothing can. (Click here for more... )      

Iraq and Iran

     If you’re thinking that news out of Iraq seems like déjà vu, you’re absolutely correct. The House of Representatives voted in the spring to force the creation of a public his timeline for winding down the conflict in Iraq, but Senate Republicans blocked it. That story has been repeating itself for years. And now Iran is becoming a serious issue as well. (Click here for more... )      

Agriculture

     After more than 18 months of work, the House of Representatives and the Senate agreed on a Farm Bill that will fund agriculture, nutrition and conservation programs for the next five years. Fresh fruit and vegetable farmers were included for the first time ever. (Click here for more... )      
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Light brown apple moth

     Over the past year, the infestation of the light brown apple moth has filled the pages of our newspapers and has caused great concern up and down the coast. But it looks like the corner has been turned now that aerial application of pheromone over urban areas has been taken off the table. (Click here for more... )      

Health Care

     Health care has caused growing concern for years, and the last six months haven’t offered much clarity. Much confusion swirls around Medicare, although the immediate crisis of a 10.6 percent cut in reimbursement rates has been averted. However, a situation unique to the Central Coast lingers. (Click here for more... )      

Oceans

     This was an exciting year for ocean research. Monterey hosted the Ocean Science Summit in June, marking the 10th anniversary of the Year of the Ocean and the White House Conference on Oceans. And a bill I introduced last year, Oceans-21, saw some important moves. (Click here for more... )      

Veterans

     Our country's armed forces and our veterans are constantly on my mind. Just a couple weeks ago I visited soldiers recovering at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, including an injured soldier from Watsonville. I will continue to support our uniformed men and women and our many veterans. (Click here for more... )      

Immigration

     The issue of immigration has long troubled Washington. There is a growing consensus that we desperately need comprehensive immigration reform, a total overhaul of the system. A few popular programs should serve as an anchor for legislative work next year. (Click here for more... )      

Housing Resources

     Families across the country continue to face falling home values and increasing rates of foreclosure. Congress is working on a package of bills to address these problems and reform the housing industry. In the meantime, there are many local resources that can be of assistance. (Click here for more... )      
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Digital Broadcast and Cable Changeover

     In February, federal law requires that over-the-air broadcast television signals switch from analog to digital. At that time, you’ll either need to own a digital television or purchase a converter box. But there is another issue looming for cable watchers. (Click here for more... )      

Vote!

     No matter who you vote for, I encourage you to make it to the polls in November. Here are some numbers you can call if you have questions. (Click here for more... )      

Thank you, and I look forward to speaking with you soon.

SAM FARR
     Member of Congress
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