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Dear Friend, 

As Congress prepares for summer break, I wanted to send you an update on the many issues Congress has been dealing with in Washington and in the Central Coast. Please feel free to forward this page to friends and neighbors. If you would like to contact me, click here . 

In mid-August, I will be holding several town hall meetings  throughout our district. These are wonderful chances to speak about issues of concern to the Central Coast. To find out when and where these meetings will take place, click here . 

Update on Iraq

The American people have made quite clear their desire to bring our troops home from Iraq, a position I have long advocated. In fact, I voted against sending them there in the first place! Democrats in Congress continue to push to bring the troops home, and here is an update on those actions. (more... ) 

Protecting Our Doctors

This year I am hopeful that we will finally see a solution to the Medicare reimbursement problem that has plagued local doctors for years. Actions to bring our doctors' reimbursement levels in line with those in nearby counties were included in the Children's Health and Medicare Protection Act, which hopefully will be sent to the president for signature in the fall. (more... ) 

Serving Our Farmers

Our three-county Congressional district produces nearly $4.2 billion in agricultural goods each year. We live in a special area, and I'm always keeping an eye on how our farming families are faring. This summer Congress has been very busy on agricultural issues. (more... ) 

Prioritizing Our Veterans

I have been dismayed by the lack of attention the administration has offered our veterans. With our military stretched thin, our forces have had to endure extended deployments and multiple rotations, adding to the physical and mental stresses of war. So it’s heartening that 2007 has seen such amazing progress. (more... ) 
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Passport backlog

If you have tried to get a passport in the last few months, you may have noticed there's a bit of a backlog in the State Department's process. A backlog of up to four months! As co-chair of the Congressional Travel and Tourism Caucus, I have pursued several different paths to help remedy this situation. (more... )

From Kingergarten to College

Education remains one of my highest priorities, and it's keeping me busy. America's schools face underfunded federal mandates and students face ever-increasing costs of a college education and our country's competitive edge continues to be in danger. But Democrats in Congress have been busy pushing to support every one of our students. (more... ) 

Citizenship ceremony

One of my favorite times of year is the 4th of July weekend. Not only do we get to celebrate our country's birthday, but for more than a decade I have been honored to help welcome a group of brand new citizens. This year I spoke to 184 of our neighbors who took the oath of citizenship outside the Castroville library. (more... ) 

Keeping Our Oceans Safe

In January, I introduced the &quot;Oceans Conservation, Education, and National Strategy for the 21st Century Act.&quot; This bill is the product of a multiyear, bipartisan effort to implement the highest priority recommendations of the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative. It’s just one of the many important ocean-related initiatives moving through the House. (more... ) 

Art contest winner

I'm proud to announce that Alyssa Yeager, a San Benito High School student, won this year's Congressional Art Competition. Alyssa visited me in Washington in June and we attended the award presentation together. (more... ) 

Thank you, and I look forward to speaking with you soon.
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